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CHRISTIANS-WHAT DOES CHRIST TEACH YOU CONCERNING 

WAR? 

Brother Drew : — There are a good many religous people, who if plainly 
shown that Jesus Christ forbids all war, will be disposed to give it up. 
If they will have patience to read, I will try to make this point plain. 

I begin by admitting that many of the teachers in the Old Testament 
counselled and aided in wars. The Mosaic Laws in some instances in- 
flicted death. Yet if we would truly honor the Old Testament, we must 
remember that it continually prophecied and pointed to a new and better 
Testament. It ever spoke of a new and better kingdom to which the 
old was to give place. Moses declared to the Jews, that a prophet should 
the Lord their God raise up unto them like unto him, and that it should 
come to pass that every soul that would not hear that prophet should be 
cut off from among the people. That prophet was Christ. And if we 
would honor Moses and the Old Testament, it can only be by giving heed 
to him whom they teach us to hear and obey, even under penalty of be- 
ing cut off from among the elect people of God. 

Now if Jesus teach us differently from Moses and the Law and previous 
prophets, we must hear him and obey, or we dishonor Moses and the 
Law and the prophets. For they direct to Jesus, as one whose shoes' 
latchet they were unworthy to loose. 

Starting then with the fact that we can only truly keep and honor the 
Old Testament, by departing from it, when instructed and forewarned so 
to do by the very authority to which it points us and delivers us over, we 
are ready for the question — "What does Jesus teach us concerning war ? 

We will begin with the Sermon on the Mount, Matt, 5th ch. At the 
20th verse, Jesus begins to reprove and correct what had been erroneous, 
deficient, or false among the Scribes and Pharisees and Lawyers, (ex- 
pounders of the Mosaic Law) of old time, and what was so then. He 
taught that the righteousness of all who would be truly followers of Christ 
must exceed the righteousness of the Scribes and Pharisees. He pro- 
ceeds to point out some particular respects in which the righteousness of 
Christians should exceed that of those of the Old Dispensation. 

One was the different sense which they entertained from what he did 
of the command — Thou shalt not kill. They of old condemned killing. 
But Jesus would go much further and condemn the whole sentiment, 
feeling and spirit that would lead one to kill. He would show that the 
spirit of the command — Thou shalt not kill, would forbid even being 
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angry with a brother of our race in our hearts, or reproaching him from 
our lips. They of old had been altogether deficient in merely abstain- 
ing from killing, while the heart was indulged in anger and the lips in re- 
proaches. 

Another respect in which the doctrine and life taught by Jesus was to 
exceed those of old, is named in the 27th verse. Those of former time 
forbade adultery in the overt act. Jesus would go further and forbid it 
even in thoughts or imaginations of the heart, and in the lusts of the eyes, 
as much as in the overt act. 

Again in verse 33d, Jesus admits that those of old had forbid for- 
swearing, or swearing and violating one's oath. But he goes further and 
forbids the oath itself, as well as the breaking of it. And who can say 
that the Friends, in avoiding all oaths, have not taken the only ground 
on which one can be true to Jesus Christ. 

In the 38th verse, Jesus tells them that they had indeed heard that it 
had been taught " an eye for an eye and a tooth for a tooth." But he 
corrects this error. He brings it up for the very purpose of correcting 
it, and says — But 1 say unto you that ye resist not evil : but whosoever 
shall smite thee on thy right cheek, turn to him the other also. And if any 
man will sue thee at the law and take away thy coat, let him have thy 
cloak also. And whosoever shall compel thee to go a mile, go with him 
twain. Give to him that asketh thee, and from him that would borrow 
of thee turn not thou away. 

Thus while Jesus quotes those of the former Dispensation and of old 
time as having taught evil for evil and blood for blood, he most expressly 
teaches a different doctrine. He corrects their error, beginning — But I 
say unto you, — as quoted above. 

Again in the 43d verse, he says to the Jews — Ye have heard that it 
hath been said, Thou shalt love thy neighbor, and hate thine enemy. 
This is what is still said, and we send armies and navies to kill and de- 
stroy our enemies. But this is an error and a sin which Jesus most pos- 
itively and plainly rebukes and corrects, saying — But I say unto you — 
Love your enemies, bless them that curse you, do good to them that hate 
you, and pray for them which despitefully use you and persecute you, 
that ye may be the children of your father which is in heaven ; for he 
maketh his sun to rise on the evil and on the good, and sendeth rain on 
the just and on the unjust. 

Let me now ask all those who profess to receive the Lord Jesus Christ, 
as teaching in the name, and with the authority of God the Father, if 
that Jesus has not expressly corrected and forbid all that ancient code of 
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blood for blood, and evil for evil. Whatsoever God permitted or was un- 
derstood to permit, or to command to an earlier age in the hardness of 
their hearts, and for their correction in righteousness, has he not now 
spoken unto us by his son Jesus Christ, giving us a new and more excel- 
lent way, and henceforth revoking and doing away with that which was 
but a school master to bring us to Christ. 

We ask then with the utmost solemnity and awe, is it possible — can a 
man be faithful to Jesus Christ and to God, speaking in him — can he be 
a christian and still hate or strive to kill his enemies. We verily think 
not. See ye all to it, and judge yourselves whether these things be so. 

I would gladly show how these precepts of Jesus were interpreted and 
carried out in his life — but must take another opportunity, if at all. 
Yours for the Gospel of Peace. 

M. G. T. 



WOMAN AND WAR. 

BY D. W. BARTLETT. 

What is the influence of the women of our country upon war 1 Is it 
good or bad ? That there is a multitude, a large multitude of women 
in our land who are true hearted, no one can deny. Women they are 
who love Peace, and who are not fooled with the waving of banners and 
the showy equipage of war. Honor to them ! — the ones who have not 
turned aside from the path that Jesus made for them ! But after all, 13 
there not a greater multitude whose influence is given in favor of war ? 

However much one may hate to write anything to the disadvantage 
of the sex, he can give but one answer to this question — Yes a majority 
of the women of our land give their most fascinating smiles to the de- 
mon war. It seems impossible, but it is true. We have but to open 
our eyes and the fact is before us. How many flags and banners aud 
tt ceteras have been given by women in our land to blood-thirsty 
men during the last year ? And why were they given ? Why ? — to 
show their approbation of war! When the soldier returns from his 
campaign of murder he is received into the bosom of woman. He is 
honored, idolized, loved by her, while she scorns the one who earns his 
bread by honest labor. The murderer she welcomes to her heart — ' Na- 
ture's nobleman' she despises. It is strange. Strange ! that woman, 
who should love gentle things, and be full of humanity, strange that she 



